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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A m^il tQd of recq qjajr- zinq ha -frdwTitinq, compj^irginq : 

2 obtaining a sample of handwriting; 

3 segmenting said sample into^s^parate handwritten 

4 words; and ^^^^ 

5 attemptipg^to recognize a whole handwritten word 

6 withoj^attempting to recognize any individual letter of 
1 r ^^cKe whole KarT3w rittcn word r — 



1 2 . A method as in 

2 comprises determining a s 

3 matching said silhouette 

4 silhouettes . 




1, wherein said recognizing 
/ord, and 
of a~~plurality of reference 



A method as 



ir\claim 2, been said recognizing 
2 comprises determining features oi 



1 



)f the silhouette , 



1 

2 
3 
4 



4. A method as in claim 3, wherein said features of 
the silhouette includes^HT^h-prof ile features, and low 
profile features, and locations &z said high-profile 
features and said low-profile features. 



42 



# 



Attorney Docket NcT066 1 8/58 1 00 1 /CIT-3 1 54 




5. A menhocTas in claim 3, wherein said determinij 
features comprises determining prime features, 




A methocU-ars in claim 5, further comprising super 
said primp fe atures to form hybrid ffi^t nrp.q . 



v/2 _ 

l/^> \ j A method as in >flaim 6, further comprising 
2 sorting said features by first syllable blends. 




:^s 



SI 



A method as in claim 1, where in said a L L -effl^t-ift€ 

en handwritten word 




Q\ / 2 comprises categorizing said wh 

yi 

3 ar-nrir-^rrg^fo -i 1- q nvor^ 1 1 — S - ilhOUet -ta 



a 



A method\^s in claim .8, wherein said categorizing 

2 comprises categorizing positions of features in said 

3 handwritten word, and categorizing first syllable blends of 

4 said handwritten word. 



1 10. A method as in clLaim 1, wherein said sample of 

2 handwriting includes family names, 

1 11. A method as in claim 10, further comprising 

2 forming a list of a plurality of family names, and forming 

3 silhouette information about said plurality of family 
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names, and comparing said separate handwritten words to 
said plurality of family names. 

12. A method as Vn claim 11, wherein said comparing 
comprises forming silhouette information, and comparing 
said silhouette information into said silhouette 
information about said plurality of family names. 



13. A method as in claim 12, wherein said silhouette 
information includes information about the presence of high 
and low parts in the written Jword and the position of those 
high and low parts. 



14. A method as in claim 12 wherein said silhouette 

:irst syllable blends in the word. 



information includes f j 



15. — ftr^rtet-hedi — eemp^ising: 

analyzing a sample of han^iw«rrrn^ by analyzing a whole 
word of said sample^artany one time, said analyzing 
comprising Jk5rming information indicative of a silhouette 
of aadTd whole word, and comparing said information with a 
^•da^abase of--4irfcrrma : Qon about otTTe^si^rh^aia£t_es . 
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^^ / v ^— ^16. A method as ^^n claim 15, wherein sai 

ises a V 



2 information compr 

3 from a list of poss 



ible 1 



d database of 
atabase of information obtained 
ords . 



17. ft- mp^hr j ri — in M aim 16 ^Ath g^ ij ^ ^ ^ riT^ worrit are 
2 family names^^^i^-s^i^^list of possible words is a 




ilephefrer*Eo o k 



^-"iS. A method as iA claim 15, wherein said silhouette 
2 information includes infcVmation indicative of high parts 
in the word and low parts in the word, and positions of 
said high parts and low parts in the word. 



T 



19. A method as in cla 



2 information includes informa 



Lm 15, wherein said silhouette 



ion about first syllable 



blends in the word. 



1 20. A method as in claim 18, wherein said silhouette 

2 information also includes information about first syllable 
3- blends in the word. 



21. A method as in claim 15, — whei?eixu^aid silhouette 
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^afe-urco, — and con u dL enafed profiles indicative 6T 
combinations at specified features. 



22. A metj^edas in claim 18, wherein each of a 
pluralij^of silhouette information's is provided with a 



.^23. A 



method is in claim 18, wherein each feature is 



assigned a number, 
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